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LOCAL MEETINGS AND OTHER NOTICES. 

Philadelphia Chapter of the American Folk-Lore Society. 
Febricary 12, 1890. — A stated meeting of the Philadelphia Chapter of 
the American Folk-Lore Society, Mr. Victor Guillou in the chair. Mr. 
Stewart Culin read, by appointment, a paper on " Chinese-American Folk- 
Lore," at the conclusion of which Dr. Daniel G. Brinton spoke of the use- 
fulness of such careful studies of the beliefs and customs of the Chinese 
in this country, not only from the point of view of the folk-lorist, but as 
throwing light upon a question of national importance. A discussion fol- 
lowed upon several of the subjects referred to in the paper, including that 
of the antiquity of the notion of triune deities among the Chinese, and the 
use of rhyme in Chinese poetry ; the latter being brought up during the con- 
sideration of the Chinese counting-out rhymes that occurred in the paper. 

Mr. Maxwell Sommervilie read, by request of the Chapter, a paper en- 
titled, "Sketch of a Moravian Divine on a pleasure tour in Philadelphia and 
Bethlehem in the year 1839." A number of old Philadelphia street-cries 
were referred to in this paper, in commenting upon which Mr. William John 
Potts stated that a small book of Philadelphia street-cries was said to have 
been published in this city in the early part of the century. He had been 
unable to find it in any of our public libraries or private collections, and 
requested the aid of the members of the Chapter in searching for it. 

March 12, 1890. — A stated meeting of the Philadelphia Chapter was held 
this evening at 1520 Chestnut Street, with Mr. J. Granville Leach in the 
chair. Miss Alice C. Fletcher delivered, by special request of the Chapter, 
an address entitled " Child Life among the American Indians." At the 
conclusion of Miss Fletcher's address, Dr. Daniel G. Brinton read a paper 
on " The Education of Children in Ancient Mexico." He stated that the 
authorities on this subject were the earliest Spanish and Italian missiona- 
ries to Mexico, who collected the speeches and orations by which the youth 
were taught. He then quoted several translations of these addresses from 
a small book printed in Mexico about 1590, of which only one other copy 
than the one in his own library is known to exist. In conclusion he stated 
that "the sentiments displayed in these harangues are creditable to the 
affections and good sense of this ancient people, and vindicate for them a 
higher position in the scale of morality and culture than is generally al- 
lowed. This is in entire accordance with the highly gratifying account pre- 
sented by Miss Fletcher on the education of the children of the northern 
tribes." 

It was announced that the April meeting of the Chapter would be de- 
voted to Italian Folk-Lore and that Professor Crane would deliver an ad- 
dress. 

April 9. — A stated meeting of this Chapter was held this evening at 1520 
Chestnut Street, with Dr. Daniel G. Brinton in the chair. Professor T. F. 
Crane, of Cornell University, delivered an address entitled, " The Field of 
Italian Folk-Lore. " Remarks were made by the Rev. Dr. Elwyn and Mr. 
Maxwell Sommervilie upon their observations in the Italian colony of Phila- 
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delphia, and Mr. Culin read a paper describing a visit to the Italian Mario- 
nette Theatre in Brooklyn, N. Y. 

Boston Association of the American Folk-Lore Society. — A meet- 
ing of the members of the American Folk- Lore Society living in Boston and 
its vicinity was held February n, 1890, in the rooms of the Boston Natural 
History Society, Dr. Clarence J. Blake presiding. Miss Alice C. Fletcher 
delivered an address on the " Omaha Ceremonial Pipes : their Symbolism 
and Use." The account was illustrated by one of the peace pipes, now 
deposited in the Peabody Museum, as well as by the celebrated war pipe 
of the Nez Perces, presented by the tribe to Miss Fletcher. Some of the 
songs connected with the ceremony were given by Miss Fletcher, assisted 
by Mr. Francis La Flesche, of the Omaha tribe. A description of these 
rites, with the music, will be contained in the forthcoming monograph of 
Omaha songs by Miss Fletcher, to which reference has previously been 
made in this Journal. After the address, the subject of the organization 
of a Boston Branch of the American Folk-Lore Society was discussed. 
Mention was made of the interest shown in Philadelphia, and of the suc- 
cessful establishment of a local society in that city, and it was generally 
agreed that similar local organization ought to be effected in Boston. A 
committee to prepare a scheme for such organization was appointed, con- 
sisting of Mr. Dana Estes, Prof. C. E. Fay, Dr. J. W. Fewkes, Mrs. Mary 
Hemenway, and Miss Laura Norcross. A vote of thanks was offered to 
Miss Fletcher for her very interesting address. 

On Friday, March 21, a second meeting was held in the same rooms, 
Dr. Blake presiding. Dr. Franz Boas, of Clark University, read a paper 
on " Customs and Tales of the Central Eskimo." The paper contained 
some account of the usages and mythology of this people, as studied by 
the writer during his residence in Arctic America. Especial attention was 
directed to the diffusion of myths in the northern parts of the continent. 
After the reading, the subject was thrown open to discussion, and remarks 
were made by Prof. E. S. Morse, Rev. E. E. Hale, D. D., and others. 
The committee appointed for that purpose presented a scheme of organiza- 
tion, which was adopted, — the name proposed being, " The Boston Asso- 
ciation of the American Folk-Lore Society." A committee was appointed 
to report at the ensuing meeting nominations for officers. 

The April meeting was held in the rooms of the Natural History Society, 
Friday, April 18, Mr. Dana Estes presiding. The committee appointed 
to report a list of officers presented their report, and officers were elected 
accordingly. Dr. J. Walker Fewkes read a paper on "The Use of the 
Phonograph in the Study of Folk-Lore of American Indians." Dr. Fewkes 
described and illustrated experiments lately made by him in recording 
the songs, legends, and lore of the Passamaquoddy tribe, observing that 
the necessity for some means of accurately recording and preserving 
the languages and folk-lore of the Indians has lately been met by the 
invention of the phonograph. This instrument has now been brought to 
such a state of perfection that it can be profitably used for that purpose. 
Hitherto a source of error in recording aboriginal folk-lore has been the 
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liability of the translator to incorporate his own interpretation with those 
embodied in the stories as heard by him, and as a result, erroneous inter- 
pretations have been introduced which it is difficult to eradicate. In 
order that folk-lore, as far as applicable to aboriginal races, may be placed 
on a scientific basis, an accurate record of the story as told by the reciter 
is necessary. This can be accomplished by the use of the phonograph, 
and the records thus made can be indefinitely preserved. 

The essayist visited, for purposes of study, a remnant of the Passama- 
quoddy Indians, near Calais, Maine, and obtained from some of the older 
men many fragments of legends, stories, ancient songs, counting -out 
rhymes, vocabularies, and conversations. He also obtained from the lips 
of Noel Josephs, who sang it when the ceremony was last performed, an old 
song used in the Snake Dance. The words of this song are archaic, and 
the music is said to be very ancient. He also took records of war songs, a 
curious "trade song," and the song by the chief on the evening of the first 
day in the celebration of the election. These songs have been set to 
music from the records taken on the wax cylinders of the phonograph, and 
the words have been written out by the same means. In several of the 
legends, obtained by the use of the phonograph, songs occur, which are 
said by all the Indians to be very ancient. Forty cylinders were filled with 
these records, some of which are as yet unpublished. The results of this 
experiment have, it is claimed, shown that the phonograph is an important 
help to the student of Indian folk-lore, not only in preserving the tales, 
but also in an accurate study of the composition of the language and the 
music. To indicate its value, the spelling of the words, as spoken by the 
machine, is found to convey, as nearly as possible by phonetic methods, 
the pronunciation of the Indian words. 

These studies of the language of the Passamaquoddies were undertaken 
as a preliminary to a visit to the Zufii Indians for working out the archae- 
ological and ethnological results of the Hemenway expedition. 

The rules of the Association are as follows : — 

Rules. — i. The Boston Association of the American Folk-Lore Society 
shall consist of all members of the general society living in Boston and the 
vicinity, who may desire to take part in the proceedings of the local 
society. 

2. The objects of this association shall be to hold, during the proper 
season, monthly meetings, at which papers may be read, or addresses 
delivered, and by means of which may be promoted social intercourse 
between persons interested in the collection of American and other folk- 
lore ; and also to further, by every suitable means, the objects and pur- 
poses of the American Folk-Lore Society. 

3. The officers of the association shall be a president, vice-presidents of 
departments, a secretary, and a treasurer, who shall be elected at a stated 
annual meeting ; these, together with three members of the society annu- 
ally elected, shall constitute an executive committee, which shall have 
power to fill vacancies in its number, and shall conduct the affairs of the 
association. 
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Officers were elected for the year, as follows : — President, F. W. Put- 
nam. Vice - presidents : Abby Langdon Alger, department of Algonkin 
Folk- Lore ; Clarence J. Blake, Folk-Music ; Francis James Child, English 
Folk-Lore ; Dana Estes, Literature and Publication ; Mary Hemenway, 
Zuni Folk-Lore ; Thomas Wentworth Higginson, Southern Folk-Lore. Sec- 
retary, W. W. Newell. Treasurer, Arthur G. Everett. 

Canadian Indian Research and Aid Society. — A Canadian society, 
under the above name, has been lately formed, the inaugural meeting hav- 
ing been held at the City Hall, Ottawa, on Friday, April 18, 1890. Offi- 
cers were elected, consisting of President, Vice-Presidents, Secretary, 
Treasurer, and Members of Council. The President is Sir William Daw- 
son ; the Secretary, Rev. E. F. Wilson, of Sault Ste. Marie, Ont. The 
Governor-General accepted the office of Patron of the Society. The fol- 
lowing are extracts from the rules : — 

" 1. The Society shall be called ' The Canadian Indian Research and Aid 
Society,' and shall be a distinctly national Society. 

"7. The aim and object of the Society shall be to promote the welfare of 
the Indians ; to guard their interests ; to preserve their history, traditions, 
and folk-lore ; and to diffuse information with a view to creating a more 
general interest in both their temporal and spiritual progress. 

"8. A Monthly Journal shall be published under the auspices of the Soci- 
ety, to be called ' The Canadian Indian,' and to give general information 
of mission and educational work among the Indians (irrespective of denom- 
ination), beside having papers of an ethnological, philological, and archaeo- 
logical character. Members to be entitled to one copy of the Journal 
free." 

This Society, it will be observed, differs in its objects from any previously 
established, either in the United States or Canada, inasmuch as it designs 
to combine educational and religious with scientific ends. In respect to the 
Indian folk-lore of Canada, the field has already been cultivated by the 
Royal Society of Canada, the Canadian Institute, etc. ; while the American 
Folk-Lore Society is in no respect national, including Canada and the 
United States equally in its investigations, membership, and officers. 
While it is obviously desirable that scientific inquiries relating to the conti- 
nent should be pursued with as little reference to national limitations as 
possible, it may well promote general interest in the subject to have folk- 
lore recognized as valuable by an organization in part humanitarian. 



